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*A city onv @ hill cannet be hidden.* Matthew 5:14b

SHINE;
for your light has come
and the glory of the LQRD

has risen upon you. :
- Isaiah 60:1, NRSV
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January Birthdays:
2-Rev. James Lont, 82 years
14 - Gladys Genzink, 86 years
27 - Leon Scholten, 92 years
27 - Pauline Schrotenboer, 89 years

28 - Gertrude Schoiten, 95 years
31 - Jay Wolbert, 84 years

In the twilight
In the twinkling of an eye
Just around the bend
Look to the sky..
A new day will begin
An era will be gone
A new year will start
Different than before.
Nothing will last
All will be changed
All will be new
On that very day.
Be prepared
It’s on its way
A new life is coming
It may be today,

Linda Louisa Johnson

Annwersanes

January Anniversary:
19 - Russell & Jean Goeman, 61 years



We would like to thank everyone who helped decorate
the church for Christmas. - Diand & Mark Breuker
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| @am blessed to be remembered by so many of you with
cards and "Happy Birthday” greetings. | thank you and |
thank the Lord for his blessings to mel

- Adrianna Scholten

Thank you for the Christmas cards given.
- Luke Templeman

Thank you to all who made donations to the high school
summer mission trip through the Thanksgiving offering,
desserts after the congregational meeting, and Quality
Car Wash coupons. With your financial support we are
on our way toward reaching our goal!

- High school Mission Trip Participants

Dear Graafschap Church,

Thank you for investing in our families that we serve
here at Buen Pastor Migrant Head Start and Day Care.
Through your kind giving we have been able to continue
to provide services to sixty-one children this past
season, Once attain, your gift was greatly appreciated.
Sincerely yours, from the families, children and staff of
Buen Pastor.

Dear Graafschap CRC,

Home Missions would like to thank you for your gift to
us. In the last three years aione, your church has given
over $8,000 to Home Missions above Ministry Shares.
We are very grateful for your support and partnership,

Due to your support we are able to extend grant
funding to over 120 new churches and new campus
ministries in ministry year 2012. So, THANK YOU very
much.

- Laura Posthumus, Advancement Liaison

Verna Bruischart at Resthaven Maplewoods
Dear Members,

| have lived at Resthaven, Maplewood. Food is good,
staff is very friendly and helpful, aned members are very
friendly.

They have activities every month for any who want to
take part in them. Every Tuesday morning | take part in
Bible study, which | find very interesting.

Also, this month we took a trip to see the Christmas
lights in the area of Resthaven. | love living at
Resthaven Maplewoods.

| am glad to be part of the Family of God. Have a
happy new year! - Verna Bruischart

3 — Education Commitiee, 7:30 PM

4 — Prayer, 6 AM
House of Prayer, 6:30 PM
5 — Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM
9 — Men's Bible Fellowship, 7:30 PM
10— Sewing, 9 AM
Evangelism Committee, 7:15 PM
Heritage Center Committee, 7 PM
11 = Prayer, 6 AM
12 — Elders, 7 PM
Volleyball, 7 PM
15 — Cadet Sunday
16 —~ Men's Bible Fellowship, 7:30 PM
17 = All Committees Meeting. 7 PM
18 — Prayer, 6 AM
Executive Committee, 7 PM
19 — Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM
CPR, 4:30 PM
Volleyball, 7 PM
20 - Meghan Derks/Kyie Redder Wedding, 6 PM
22 = Couples Club, 4:30
23 — Men’s Bibie Fellowship, 7:30 PM
25 — Prayer, 6 AM
26 — Council, 7 PM
Volleyball, 7 PM
29 — Heritage Center open after AM service
30 -~ Men's Bible Fellowship, 7:30 PM
31 — Heritage Center Open House, 7-9 PM

Than_k you for the many cards | received for
my birthday, The thoughts expressed were
greatly appreciated. - Clarence F Walters



Used Stamps Needed

We are collecting used and new stamps for Wycliffe
Bible Translators. Please save yours and put them in
the tall container in the hall on the table next to the
kitchen. Thanks, Adrianna Scholten
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Zuni Christian Reformed Mission
December Prayer Bulletin

It was "one of those days”. | taught the first graders
their math lesson and sent them to their desks with an
assignment. As | worked with the second graders in a
circle on the rug, | overheard Percilla Chimoni, our
educational assistant, again explaining the math to two
first grade girls. After | finished, | called each to me and
one at a time, gave them more practice with the concept
they found hard. And what do you know? Minutes later, |
heard Percilla again walking the girls through the steps
of their math. There was an edge of justified impatience
in her voice. | went over to her and said to the class, |
think Mrs. Chimoni needs a hug.” We all laughed as |
hugged her. She continued tutoring the bewildered
twosome, but the girls still didn’t understand, Awhile later
Mrs. Chimoni took a group to the library and | knelt
beside the struggling pair. After a few minutes of fruitless
effort. | wailed to the kids, “Now | need a hug!” They
swarmed me hugging and laughing. When they had
returned to their desks and | was refocused on helping
the two, a child called out, "Now can we cheer?” “Not
yet!” | told her.

I told the story to a colleague and suddenly
recognized that this small classroom vignette is a picture
of our ministry in our community. These December days
when Zuni traditional religious ceremonial life consumes
the hearts, minds and resources of the entire
community, it sometimes seems to us as Christians that
we stand helplessly (with a touch of impatience?)
alongside our students, their families, our friends and
neighbors explaining over and over again the Truth of
the Gospel. Daily, we tell our children the story of Jesus.
Daily, the Christians in Zuni come alongside people to

be the hands and heart of the Lord. In word and deed,
prayer and praise, Christ is proclaimed, Like baffled
teachers who wonder, "How can we make this clearer?
Why don't they ‘get it'?” We wha have seen the Light of
Christ wonder why those we love settle for darkness.
Why such a dogged pursuit of ‘other gods’? Then from
out of God's merciful storehouse comes the consoling
encouragement of prayer--your prayers, our prayers for
each other, the Holy Spirit's prayers for us all.

So we ask you to pray for us. Pray for the salvation of
souls in the Zuni Pueblo. Pray for the Glory of the Lord
to be revealed.

Looking back on that afternoon in my classroom,
when the question “Now can we cheer?” was asked, |
wish | had said, "Yes." | wish | had acknowledged the gift
of seeking minds, the gift of persistent teachers, the gift
of an encouraging company. | didn’t then, but [ do so
now. Raise a cheer, good Christian men and women! In
the town of Zuni, there are many whose empty hurting
hearts seek the Truth; there are bold and faithful
witnesses to the Gospel; there is the beauty of your
sustaining prayers; there is the patient work of the Holy
Spirit.

Kathy Bosscher
Principal

MINISTRY REPORT TO CLASSES AND COUNCILS:

Our denomination issued a six page report for
January 2012. This is a summary of the report. The
theme of this report is "Transitions and Renewal”. Back
to God Hour International, Calvin College, Calvin
Seminary, Home Missions, the Denomination Offices
and Dordt College have recently experienced or
anticipate changes in leadership. This sparks a new
opportunity for change and renewal.

Chaplaincy and Care: We grew from 117 to 122
chaplains in 2011, but seeing less demand for hospital
chaplains and mare for hospice ministry. Efforts to
encourage this ministry include presenting the need to
13 different educational institutions, and working
together with several of our agencies to identify gifts to
determine the best ministry fit.

Disability Concerns: In cooperation with RCA,
Disability Concerns is coliecting steries, poetry, videos,
and photos of artwork from people who have mentat
iliness. Protecting people’s identity by publishing by
permission and respecting requests for not publishing
the submitter's name, these items will be used to
increase our sensitivity to this problem.

Faith Alive offers an increasingly wide range of
materials published, using media such as Twitter,
Facebook and Linkedin to introduce new products. The
Banner is changing from print-based to an e-base,



providing for “kitchen table” conversation in reader
responses.

Office of Social Justice and Hunger Action:
Noting half the world lives on less than $2 per day,
resulting in malnutrition, it reports a second year of Show
of Hands campaign in support of Millennium
Development Goals, targeting an attempt to end poverty
by 2015. While this is not possible, work for justice is.
Current activities include supporting three young
journalists traveling across Africa to study climate
change, working with Race Relations to offer a new
curriculum on immigration, and partnership with Hope
Equals to work for peace in the Middle East.

Pastor-Church Relaticns: Highlights include the
Specialized Transitional Ministers (STM) to help
congregations in transition, developing a training tool to
help pastors and congregations communicate together,
putting pastor and congregation profiles on the web, and
leading pastor retreats.

Safe Church Ministry: Reports finding a fulltime
director to be a big challenge. New resources include
Safe Church Ministry: A Church Leader’s Role, and
What does Safe Church Ministry Do? It also sent out
bulletin inserts for Abuse Awareness Sunday.

Race Relations, cooperating with other CRC
agencies and the RCA, report developing Dance of
Racial Reconciliation (DORR), developing a study guide,
and sending a CD, Facing Racism, to the churches. It
has given $11,000 in scholarships in 2011 to college
students.

Sustaining Congregational Excellence and
Sustaining Pastoral Excellence: Much of this has
been funded in the past through the Lilly Endowment,
but the program will continue through denomination
funding. The two programs will be streamed into one,

Calvin College: Gaylen Byker retires as president.
His time in office leaves a legacy of growth and
development. Prayer is for both President Byker and the
new president announced and to be interviewed by
Synod 2012. He will join a team of committed Christians
to the mission and Reformed identity of the College.

Calvin Seminary welcomes Rev. Jul Medenblik as
the new president. Currently 310 students are enrolled,
130 in the Master of Divinity program. 82% are male,
18% are female. While the majority of students are
CRC, students come from 30 denominational
backgrounds representing 20 different nations. 53
students come South Korea. A new five year Master of
Divinity cohort program is scheduled to begin 2012.

Canadian Ministries: CM reports of “reforming
Relationships” art tour, paitings called “Kisernanito
Pakitinasuwin-The Creator's Sacrifice” depicted in
Woodland Cree at Wanaskewin Heritage park in
Saskatoon. Efforts at reconciliation include: attendance
at Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s National
Event, “Blanket Exercise” at Classis meetings

(explaining the history of Aboriginal peopie’s interactions
with European settlers) and :Day of Encouragement”
events at colleges and universities. The Centre for
Public Dialogue has been researching Indigenous
education as an important issue of reconciliation.

Back to Ged: Rev. Jimmy Lin is serving as interim
director due to the passing of Rev. Heerspink. The
Today booklets are now available through web site
ministry. Chinese ministry is reaching mainland China,
Arabic ministry is reaching Muslims, and Spanish and
Russian ministry is using social media,

Home Missions reports of an increased focus on
prayer in its ministry.

World Missions reports of its work with the Tiv
people. This ministry was begun by two South African
missionaries of the Dutch Reformed Church in 1911.
Twenty-five years of work produced 25 converts. The
CRC took over the work in 1954, and this is now a
denomination (NKST]} of 500,600 people, This group
operates more than 500 primary schools, 50 secondary
schools and one university. Graduates have taken
leadership positions in Nigeria, lyorwese Haghar is
Nigeria's High Commissioner to Canada, and John
Orkar taught at Calvin College nad served CRWRC.

Dynamic Youth Ministries reports improved retreats
and resources like Equip Magazine. New conventions
include Live It, and The Marion Project.

Partners Worldwide is growing as a ministry. It
works closely with CRWRC and CRCNA to use the
market place as a ministry, an idea gaining traction.
This ministry helps people in the third world start
businesses, a meaningful opportunity for witness.

Baby Bottle Project: This is an advanced notice to tell
you we will make baby hottles available from Lakeshore
Pregnancy Center Sunday, January 8. This will help this
important ministry to help mothers to choose life. The
help to these mothers and babies is vital because these
usually crisis pregnancies.

If you but checks in the bottle, please make them
payable to Lakeshore Pregnancy Center. Donations by
check are tax deductible. This is not a function of Right
to Life, which is not tax deductible.



Our Beautiful Mission Newsletter

D

smiter 2007

= s
N‘.‘:ﬁ‘r’a ]

ST ’F.’)

: d fias :
the mast 19y 3 '#”U aned Sue
) ; aImazing
frorm thelr rele as directors Lsr‘-:s i gls] pirovicks.  Beyan and
he Cape Town, SoUih Afficd te begin g our new 1ghes frasting tha!
new ministry. There wers many: specic confinug Ky blesy Beautiiul &
faeds of Ray and Sue whe gove  next 10 yeafs. We oy only't
hes ang shered sorpie of el of ne next 4, but we know

1 memones of Ray ond Sue, end  bas grear plans o prosper Beouil
il iew snared the campiets history Gors a8 the stofl and volupte
AUl Gote. which was very geod  ther bast o care tor Gog
¥ DT THOW Tar .

farawell  dinnsr

Haokonsen as fhey Sod '-..'.r”

el T
D= :l’.t'::_

o mecr aswe oll refiet

Mission Teams

n b bedginming of Corobe we had g rmany groects fo prepore for Roy and (8
team of 22 middle hign school, and  Sue's forewell as well as our oig 7}

aged yath Trom  anniverscry apen house here at BG
>honnesburg come to Beoutliful Gater Thay werg such a blassing o us ond we
ar -4 cdays: They did some panfing,  never could hove: puiled ot eithar of
oionnng fowers, and any other (G ne those  svenls withoul thel heln Dut
nance man couldd get ﬂ“e nto  one of the best marts wos whan they

TTRCHT

o, ¥ "r:;r~ oyl o o o-‘:-u-«'rz;'a-d aHacha
ey ach staff ms afi
ard T rnantionesd s Gnily

aulsly Bible they hod ever owned ond

headng our festimony, he s san
ing going info the mission fisld anciher sald ol her aves have grown
God s so amazing thiat He canuse owr s weak Inat shie canno longer -:_,0-::.
family. to encourags othars Than an but now she can hear Sod's word
':‘.iol}'{er T4, we huod g fearm from  Proise God for the opporrtunity to share
vart CRC (our home ¢chiurch), come  His Word!

3 days. They héelped us with s

| %
d



Thaugh there are starving children
lving nexl goor o me,

Though my son's best friend is.an
orphan being roised by his older
sister and often does not have
enough food to eal,

Thougn | do net have enough
maney o help sormme of the kids who
nead it desperately,

Though God has nof chosen our
family 1o be a forever lamlly To the
boys we love,

Though my heart has more scars In
onavyear than it had inthe first 34
put fogether,

Though God has called home o
precious baby girl whom [ ove
dearly,

Yet | will praise the Lord His name
will be pralsed in all circumstances
and | will put myy trust in Him

because He has good plans for Us

Qur First Year at Beautiful Gate!

It has now been o full year since we arrived at
Baouliful Gate and left Zeeland, Ml on
December 4, 2010, God has been faithful to us
and here are a few highlights of this past year.

13 ehildren have been adopted

« §children have beenreunited with their
blological famiiies
3 childien have gone Info foster families

« 2 chicren have gone into Ihe armg of neir Father
inheaven

o Dpyan become ine director of Beautiful Gots
October 21, 2011

=  Elijoh and Faith finished their first vear of school
on October 13, 2011 (staried in Feb)

+  Mercy started school on November 14, 2011

e We hosted @ teams from all over the world

« We glso hosted many volunteers, long and shord
term, 7 0 all

» We started a Bible studyin our home on Thusaay
Nighis

Thanks for your support this past year and for

heloing us make a difference In Lesotho,

-
(o]

Yet | will Praise the LORD - Biog Post from November 19, 2011

Cne very mportant lesson | learned 12
years ago whien oy aster fook her lifo was
hal God allows very paintul anct bad things
o happan, He could have stopped her
olocked the lles of saran, and toak her oul
of her desperate situation. but He did not.

God could have healed this baby girl, He
could have saved her and allowed her 1o
ive long on this earth. Har mother was just
ahbout to sign the adoption capers which
would have released her for adoption and
He could have pravided a loving family
with o beaoutiful, sweet baby gin, but He did
not;

Who am | 1o auastion His plan? In Jeremiah
29011 God tells us that He has a plarn for us
and itis notin His plans 1o harm us So while
this may look like “harm” 10 our human
ayes, God is siffing cutside of fime and
orchesirating something good. | love God
with my whole heart and altfiough that
naart is stil hurfing ond scared, it s frusling
in Hirm complatealy. His love endures forever
and | chioose to accept His willand plan as
[ know that He & in control

Anitoy




Dezr Family and Friends,

| fust wanted to thank you for your continued suppart for our family. We have been here at Beautiful Gate for a
vear now. 1t Ras been ayear Hilled with wonderful blessings such at seaing many of our new fittle friends being

adopred. | was surprised at how many of our adoptive families have found our blog and so when they show up.

they say they feel like they already know us, 1t has been nice because these adoptive parents have been sending
emiails and pictures so we kpow how our little friends are adjusting to thair hew families

Thic year hias been cne of surprises, stieh a5 when Ray and Sue felt God [elling them it was time for them to move
Bh Te a new minstry and hand aver Beautiful Gete's operations to Bryan and | We neverexpected that when we
decided to ceme to BG, but we are feeling God's peace about His calling us here for “such a time a3 this." Itis not a
job that gither of us fesl very prepared for and s¢ we would definitaly appreriate your prayers far us In thisdarea. ||

is throtigh our weakness that God's glory will shine as we kpow we could never do |l on our awn ;)

It has been a vear of tears, Saying good-bye to two precious littie girls as they passed into the arms of lesus was a

nme of many tears: Also, seeing the two boys we really felt a connection to and were looking nto adopting being
reunited with their mothe: was a time of many tears for ourwhole family. but God has a plan and we teust His wiil
in these morments of sofrow. We have alsc shed many tears of foy as we watch new moms and dads meeting their

childrer far the first time. Their love shines in their eyesand just brings tears of pure joy Te.our eyes.

It has been a year of smotionel rellercoasters aswe see the effects of Joblessness, hunger, poverty, hopelessness,
sickness, and desperation. Our eyes have been opened wide to the reality of living in & third world country. Yet we.
see the lave for Jesus displayad in the lives of our Basotho frisnds. We see the joy of the Lord (nithe singimg and
dancing of these hurting peopie, and in thetr trust that God will never leave or forsake them no matter how painful

their circumstances.

While we have these ups and downs, we are reassured that sur God has brought us hereto teach us, streteh us;

and grow Us deeper Into a relationship with Hint. He has brought us hare to wse us but alse 1o fill us. We will never
be the same, but we never want to go back to who we were before God broke us. We will be forever aware of the
rieeds of those around us whether harain.a third world countiy or when we are back in Zegiand 4 years from now,

My children are being exposed to things that | never could have prepared theo for. They have many new friends
threugh BG, the neighbor Kids, and the many volunteers and mission teams whd have come to BG. Theyare
learning comipassion andseelng the effects of injustice | coult never teach them these things and they will never
forgel. God bas opened their little eyes to so many things, but please keep praying for them as itis fot always easy
for them to'process what thay see, and It fs hard tasay goad-bye te all those who Rave comig and gene out of their

lives

Thank yai for halping us by your prayers, encouraging emalls, financial support. and for shanng cur stury with
others: | am amazed at the emails we get and connections we are making all over the waorld ana | thank God for
vou and your witlingngss 1o be a partof our mission 1o not only the children at Beautiful Gate, but alspe to the
nelghborhooed of Ha Thetsane here in Massru. We coyld not have done it without you. Thank you so much!

Way Geg biess you abundantly in the coming year,

Arita, Bryan, Elifah, Faith and Mercy Geurink




Commit
your way to
the !.DRD;
trust in him, J
and he
will act,

Psalm 37:5, Nasv

INTERNATIONAL SEAFARERS MINISTRY
Dear Friends:

This is of course a real encouragement and
inspiration to see your support bathed in prayer reach
the Office of Action, which in turn informs me. | never
will be able to express sufficient thanks and appreciation
for what you have done and are doing in this ministry.
We are so thankful.

There are again two huge ships on which we expect
to be sailing shortly and during Christmas and new year,
to stand in support of the community of sailing seafarers.

Itis @ huge challenge to minister to them all. They
will not be at home, neither will they have the chance to
thank and praise God in a church for the miraculous
Christmas wonder He has brought about into this world.
They will have no ‘happy Holidays'. Instead they will be
at work on overtime. The ship must sail, "the show must
goon." Butwe will be there to remind them that God is
very much in our midst despite the fact that for most of
them it will not be possible to sing the carols and hear
the Gospel proclaimed in a worship service,

We have spoken at every distinct Reformed
Seminary in both the USA and in Canada soliciting the
services of a committed graduate burdened with 3
missionary spirit for the thousands of seafarers coming
to one of our cruise ship ports—without any positive
response.

"The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of harvest therefore to send out workers into the
harvest field." - Jesus (Matthew 9:37-38)

In His Service,
The Rev. Hans Uittenbosch

Everything else is
WORTHLESS when
compare& with the

' INHN{'IE VALUE
= of knowing
Christ Jesus
my
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FROM NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BEACON

Praise:

* Praise God as we come to the end of this year for
His provisions for us financially.

» Praise God for the stories if changed lives at the NL
and His restoration in the lives of people who were
estranged from Him

¢ Praise God for the completion of the remodel in the
Church office, we are grateful for the people and the
finances to make this happen.

* Praise God for the growth in numbers that we are
having on Sunday mornings.

¢ Praise God for the community that is forming in two
of our Missional Communities as we strive to learn to
live life together and as missionaries to those in our
lives.

e Praise God that our current preaching series "The
Flight" is having a great impact on many as we work
through some hard practices to live out from the
book of 1 Peter.

e Praise God for the connection with many churches
in Lincoln who have the heart and desire to work
together for the kingdom.

Prayer;

e Pray for the Holy Spirit to convict and breath new life
into many who are saying they want to follow God
yet continue to fall into their past ways of life. Pray
for the addictions to the past to be broken in all of
us.

» Pray for wisdom on how to continue to grow and to
help those who come find and follow Jesus. Whsat
a great opportunity with great responsibility.

¢ Pray that as we continue in the numerical growth to
be attentive to the priority of training up others to do
the ministry.

* Pray for the NL as we go through the holidays that
we can really serve Jesus and be with family.

|
UNITED IN
PRAYER



.. FROM NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BEACON
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I dov not recall i starred with 2 phone call or with

an emad, but [ de know that Doug Walcort of Drenthe
CRCn Zeeland, Michigan e u}i::ut-:d o 1y sew it wie had
a work project for a team of guys from their church tw
come snd do. Pyery few yests these guys have blessed
our church with the gift of rheir ualunrcu exrremely
siclied labor

b remember not knowing whar we would have them
darand then from somewhere came the ilea of remevi ng
the chimney from house that has béecome our beloved
affice:

ook some work 1o get the permit and get every
thing limed up, but u wul}u,u our and s1x men from
Direnthe catme w0 mud October and temoved the chimney
and the carper and parched up the guping hole they ere-
ated b rhe roof and the ccﬂm;& We were left, however,
with the tloc sring and 1 oalse was a good ume to repalnt
the entire mirerior of the offices.

Sovwe empried out our offices and 2 few of us wens
ro wistk, Seéveeal of the guyd from the NT. and the Char-
ity Autos crew did the repainang and have helped to lay
down a new Lammate flooring.,

The work could not cone at a berter time as it gives
us u larger room for programs like RIP and possibly
more options for Sunday Mornin é 5. Although the Srate
ias taken out the bridge over the freewav, cutting oft ATy
simple route 1o the cln.lrc'h from rown far [ht winter,
church has been packed.

This past week Beth sard 1o me on Sunday after-
neon, 1 have never not been able 1o hnd a sear ar
church before.” Thar hax bcen the ‘“('.'5111"\' as the [vﬁ* few

‘\,UI‘IE.LLV Mornmg M:r&ldp and imm imd T gean Ln.:,u-lg;e
the seating to get everynie m. .

Now we tace the challenge of secking God's will for
aur church as we face the growth. Thanks to the trans-
formaton of the house we have the opnon of offering
an mroducnon to Chismanry ar the same time as wor-
ship. We are also exploting others opnons with the Salu-
brious mme and considenng the possibiiny of a second
service {although in the past this has not been an effec-
e gpuon).

Lh ks to the men ot Drenthe and what appears 1o
pe Holy Spinr tmmg, we now have a great new facility

tor greal new minstey optons.

Please pray for God's clarity and divine wisdom. \We
have been at this pomt of growth before, and desperately
want o know God’s specific will for our specific church
m relation to the growth. Prayv that we would be fathful
in presenting the Gospel 10 so many who need the tuth:




Michael ® ® @

The first time | mer Mike | must confess T was filled
with judgment. 1t just so happened that I was drving
the commumty van to brng people home after church
that dav and he was my last stop. e was covered in
gang tattoos and spoke with an authennc Fast LA accent
(It I know what one is). Although he spoke of tying to
change his life and get away from the gangs I had my
doubts, as he had was the latest boyfriend of a lady who
just a week earlier gor out of an abusive relagonship. So
ves, I have to sayv that I believed the odds were not in his
favor.

He continued to show up for several weeks before
one Sunday this Spring he pulled me aside 1o talk to me
about wantng to do what was rght. He said he was
“ured of playing the game.” He shared with me that he
and his brother were on tnal for theft of a car and al
though the police had lirtle against him he knew what he
had doae and wanted to make it right. We talked about
his optdons, and what the biblical thing to do would be.

Over the next several months it was great to see how
when he rrusted God, things began to work out. In the

| . . X =
end he paid restitution for the damages and was not

jatled again.

Then for a few weeks he and his girlfriend stopped
attending. [ felt that my orlgmnal judgment was coming
rrue and that we were witnessing one mote person who
cxperienced the joy of the gospel only to be pulled away.

Then the call came for them to get a rde to church
again and [ was pleased to see them back. It turned out
that they had some work issues (funny how one has to
work hard to pay restitution) and that his girlfriend’s
daughter had been very sick.

I was impressed when he called to tell me how Ged
had been speaking to him through the current message
series on 1Peter. Not only was he learning in church, he
was reading it on his own and was excited to explore the
upcoming chapters.

But what really revealed to me the power of the gos-

pel w transform the life of this one-time entrenched

gang member was when he started to quote all kands of
Scrpture to me in connection with his desire to follow
Jesus. He was relating to Paul, and sharing about how
God was helping overcome his racism to black people
(contrary to his past—“in L\ they shot and killed us and
we shot and killed them.”) He shared how now he and
Tetry (our Elder, who is African American) had been
hanging out and how he was being transformed from
hatred to love.

['love to marvel at the Grace of God as 1 watch His
power to transform all people, all navons, all cultures
back to Hum.

Famil
veoe

Done!

A great smce of relief hit our home on October
16th as Beth and 1 completed the Marathon and half
Marathon along with Sam and Beth’s sister Lydia.

[t was a completion of not only that one run but
all the hours of training thar were necessary for the
completion of this goal.

At the 17 mile mark I experienced a severe cramp
in my calf and although it was over halfway, that sull
left me with nine miles to complere. [ was able o
strerch and run through it and was pleased to make
two of my three goals. . finish the race. 2. run it 1n
under [0 min. miles (941} and beat my time from
2003 (not so much, but hey [ am 8 vears older).

Beth also completed the half along with Lydia
and Sam came 1 a litle later and 1 would sav he
proved to be the smarter runner as he took it easy,
mixme the munning and walking and fecling like he
could have kept going at the end (a fechng that I did
not share as I hobbled to the car).

The most humorous part came at about the
three-mule mark, where the half marathorers and the
full marathoners scparated. At the point of diviston
stood a lady holding a large white sign that said
“Crazy” with a large arrow pointing to the left for the
half marathon and “insane” with an arrow poinung
up to the hill that awaited the full marathon runners.

Pictures of the
Marathon crew
and kids ar the
Pumpkin patch
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Prague Believe It or Not/

The Czech Republic remains one of the most secular lands in Europe, and Charles University is
now regarded as a leading university in Europe, but one of our Czach colleagues has just been
offered a 7-year part time contract to write commentaries on the episties of Paul for Czech
Christians as a paid university research fellow. If I had not been aware of this discussion for a
long time, 1 would hardly believe it. Please keep Dr. Peter Cimala in your prayers for 2012 to
2018. Yesterday we spent some time discussing what he should write. Imagine something fike
this from the most secular state university in your state! So/f Deo Glorial

Tom and Leslie on the Charles Bridge
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